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Only a few countries still use CARB. The only countries that are known to me are The Netherlands, Italy, Portugal, NATO
in Italy, and Turkey. The Belgian and British navies do not use it anymore.

CARB is the abbreviation for Channel Availability and Receipt Broadcast. The messages display all channels of the station
with the indication whether a channel is free or not.

The LEGEND is sent every so often. This is the explanation of the characters in the CARBs. Example: TBBO46l means that
channel 046 of callsign TBB is free and TBB0O46B means the channel is busy. The legend is only used on STANAG 4285
channels.

LEGEND:
I(N) IDLE

B BUSY

BQ BUSY (ARQ)
U UNREADABLE
K TRANSMIT

M REPEAT
N(01-99)  RETRANSMIT
AS WAIT

R RECEIVED

C(2-16)  CHECK

You will see that there are also QSL's and QRV messages. They appear as soon as another station (usually a ship) asks for
a frequency or when it has established a connection. Furthermore, the Z code ZES# is often used to indicate the reception
quality of the received message. | have listed a number of messages in which the status of a few channels changes. Note
that not all stations are using these codes. The messages below were transmitted by the Turkish navy.

//TBB040I(0)/TBBO411(0)/TBBO46I(0)/TBB0441(0)/TBB0A42I(0)/TBB0O431(0)/TBBOA4S5I(0/TBBOA8I(0)/TBB049I(0)/TBBOSO0I(0)/TBBO471(0)//
//TBB040I(0)/TBB0411(0)/TBB0O46-Z-DE 0107 QSL/TBB044I(0)/TBBO421(0)/TBB0O431(0)/TBBO45I(0)/TBBO4S--QRV /TBBO49I(0)/TBBOS0I(0)/TBBO47I(0)//
//TBB040I(0)/TBB0411(0)/TBB0461(0)/TBB0441(0)/TBB042I(0)/TBB0431(0)/TBB045I(0)/TBBO4S--DE 0363 QSL/TBB049I(0)/TBBOS0I(0)/TBBO47I(0)//
//TBB040I(0)/TBBO411(0)/TBBO46-L-DE 416 QSL/TBBO044I(0)/TBB0421(0)/TBB0431(0)/TBB0A5I(0)/TBB0O4SI(0)/TBBOA49I(0)/TBBOS0I(0)/TBB0OA7I(0)//
//TBB040I(0)/TBBO411(0)/TBBO46-L-DE 416/415 QSL/TBB044I(0)/TBB0421(0)/TBB043I(0)/TBBO45I(0)/TBBOA4SI(0)/TBB049--QRV/TBBO50I(0)/TBB047I(0)//
//TBB040I(0)/TBB0411(0)/TBB0461(0)/TBB044I(0)/TBB0421(0)/TBB0431(0)/TBB045I(0)/TBB048I(0)/TBB049--QRV/TBBO50I(0)/TBBO47I(0)//
//TBBO40B/TBB0411(0)/TBBO46I(0)/TBBO44I(0)/TBB0421(0)/TBB0431(0)/TBBO451(0)/TBB048I(0)/ TBBO49--ZES-2/TBBOS0B/TBB047B//
//TBB040--ZES-2/TBB0411(0)/TBBO46I(0)/TBBO44I(0)/TBB042I(0)/TBB0431(0)/TBB045I(0)/TBBOA4SI(0)/TBB049--ZES-2/TBBO50B/ TBB047--ZES-2//
//TBB040I(0)/TBBO411(0)/TBBO46I(0)/TBBO44-M-QRV-K/TBBO0421(0)/TBB0431(0)/TBB0451(0)/TBBOA4SI(0)/TBBOA4I(0)/TBBOS0I(//TBBO47I(0)//
//TBB040I(0)/TBBO0411(0)/TOBO461(0)/TBB044-M-ZES-2/TBB0421(0)/TBB043I(0)/TBBO45I(0)/TBBO4SI(0)/TB049I(0)/TBBO50I(0)/TBBO471(0)//

Dutch Navy, Den Helder, FSK 75Bd/850Hz
A RTTY CARB looks like this: 02A 04B 06A 08B 12A PBB

The numbers represent the channels in MHz and at the end callsign PBB. Below | mention all known channel numbers
with corresponding frequencies. Not all of them are used. All frequencies are USB center frequencies.

Ship frequencies:  Ship frequencies: PBB CARB RTTY frequencies:

02A-2121.4kHz  06B - 6242 kHz 4280, 5667, 6358.5, 8439, 12577, 12840.7 kHz
02B-2259.4kHz  08A - 8321 kHz

04A - 4155 kHz 08B - 8324 kHz

04B - 4161 kHz 08C - 8337.5 kHz

04C-4171.5kHz  12B-12375.5 kHz

06A -6237.5kHz  17B-16576 kHz




024 04B 0OBA 08B 124 FPBB
024 04B 06A 08B 124
024 04B OBA 08B 124 FPBB
024 04B 06A 08B 124
024 04B OBA 08B 124 FPBB

Italian Navy, Rome, STANAG 4285
IDRO4I1(0)/IDR23 /IDR22 /IDR031(0)/IDR02I(0)/IDR21 /

s=: 2| Sets File | Macros|_clear | _——_I
t16:23:45> IDR23 /IDR22 /IDR21 7
t16:23:45>

(16:23:47> ¥ XIDR22 ADR21 /
t16:23:47>

¢16:23:49: IDR23 /IDR22 /IDR21 /
t16:23:49>

t16:23:51> IDR23 /IDR22 /IDR21 7
£16:23:51>

¢16:23:53> IDR23 /IDR22 /IDR21 7
t16:23:53>

t16:23:55 IDR23 /IDR22 /IDR21 7
t16:23:55>

¢16:23:57> IDR23 /IDR22 /IDR21 /
t16:23:57>

t16:23:59: IDR23 /IDR22 /IDR21 7
£16:23:59:

¢16:24:00>

:16:24:00:

£16:24:00> J3@3 %

¢16:24:00>

£16:24:00> O CANALE OCCUPATO
c16:24:01>

¢16:24:01> ¥ CANALE DCCUPATO DA UTENTE NON IDENTIFICATO
£16:24:01>

£16:24:01> EC ZUJ LISTE CHIAVI

:16:24:01>

c16:24:01 U Q5Y

c16:24:02»

¢16:24:02> K QRY

c16:24:02>

t16:24:02> M IMI

£16:24:02»

£16:24:02> [01-39] IMI PAGE ...

:16:24:02>

t16:24:02> AS AS

c16:24:02»

¢16:24:02> R Q5L

c16:24:02>




Portuguese Navy, Lisbon, STANAG 4285
09297//CTP931/CTP94I/CTP951/CTP96I//

Turkish Navy, Istanbul, STANAG 4285
//TBB0441(0)/TBB046B/TBB049I(0)//

NATO Allied Joint Force Command, Napoli (via IDR), STANAG 4285
NSS3CB/NSS41(0)/NSS51(0)/NSS21(0)/ I(N) IDLE B BUSY BQ BUSY (ARQ) U UNREADABLE K TRANSMIT M REPEAT N(01-99)
RETRANSMIT AS WAIT R RECEIVED C(2-16) CHECK
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E.='.’_-| Sets Filz | .'-:::-| D2z | ——_|
«16:19:05> M REPEAT
¢16:19:05>
<16:19:05> M[01-99) RETRANSMIT
<16:19:09>
<16:19:09> A5 WAIT
<16:19:09>
«16:19:09> R RECEIVED
<16:19:10>
«16:19:10> C[2-16) CHECK
<16:19:10>
<16:19:10>
<16:19:10>
<16:19:10> NS5 31[0)/N5541[0)/HS5551[0)/N5 5 21(0)f
<16:19:10>
<16:19:10> NS5 3[0)/HNSS41[0)/HSS551[0)/NS S 21(0)f
<16:19:15>
<16:19:15> NS5 3I[0)/HSS41[0)/H5551[0)/N5S 21[0)f
<16:19:15>
<16:19:15> N5531[0)/HN5541[0)/H5551[0)/N5 5 21(0)/
<16:19:19>
<16:19:19> NS531[0)/N5541[0)/HS5551[0)/N5 5 21(0)f
<16:19:20>




